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The Rotary Club of Sun 
City West welcomed Ro-
tary’s District Governor 
Larry Horton to its Oct. 
14 meeting.   

Horton’s vision for Ro-
tary and his commitment 
to serving on a local, re-
gional, national and global 
level has been inspiration-
al to all. He shared a sto-
ry about Dashrath Manjhi 
from Gehlaur, India, who 
built a road 360 feet long 
and 30 feet wide to short-
en the journey to the near-
est doctor from 34 miles 
to nine miles. All he had 
was an axe and a hammer. 
He single-handedly dug 
this road right through a 
mountain that had been 
isolating his village from 
essential services.  

Devi, his wife, was 
crossing a narrow path 
across the tall hills to 

bring her husband some 
water when she was seri-
ously injured. The nearest 
medical facility was more 
than 40 miles away and 
she perished shortly af-
ter her accident. Struck 
by his loss, Manjhi re-
solved to make sure such 
a tragedy never happened 
again. Taking up his sim-
ple tools, he began chip-
ping away at one of the 
hills, hellbent on creating 
a road that would service 
his village and others like 
it. Ridiculed by his fellow 
villagers and ignored by 
the government, Manjhi 
worked tirelessly on the 
road day after day slow-
ly but surely eroding a 
passage into the earth. 
In time the locals came 
to respect his work as 
they saw its promise and 
many of them began pro-

viding food and tools for 
the newly dubbed, “Moun-
tain Man.”

After 22 years of 
back-breaking labor, Man-
jhi finished the 360-foot 

road in 1982. The road cut 
off miles of travel for the 
villagers, and made cross-
ing the area much safer. 
The Mountain Man died 
in 2007, but the road that 
was the fruit of his labor 
still bears his name in a 
testament to the power 
of the individual. All it 
takes is one person with 
a vision and a passion to 
make a difference to make 
this world a better place, 
Horton said. 

Rotary is a vehicle to get 
people working together 
on a vision to change the 
world for the better. Ro-
tary welcomes men and 
women of all backgrounds 
and professions who want 
to serve to change lives. 
Membership is made up 
of people from Sun City 
West as well as surround-
ing communities/neigh-

borhoods, both seasonal 
and full-time residents. 
Each meeting includes 
a brief presentation by 
a Rotary member, com-
munity nonprofit, other 
organizations or individ-
uals on a topic of interest 
to club members.

Through regular club 
programs, projects and 
neighborhood activities, 
members learn about the 
issues that face their com-
munities and exchange 
ideas about how to take 
action to respond to them.  
Fellowship and service 
are key for membership 
in the Rotary Club.

For more information 
about this club, contact 
Susan Sagahon, presi-
dent, Rotary Club of Sun 
City West, at 480-371-
9962 or ssagahon@out-
look.com.
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CLUB

University 
club seeks 
residents

The University of Min-
nesota Alumni Associ-
ation and Friends has 
activities planned No-
vember-March.

 Anyone interested 
can call 623-455-8863.

POLITICS

Republican 
Club hosts 
Goldwater, Jr. 

The Sun City West 
Republican Club meets 
Saturday, Nov. 5, at 
Church on the Green, 
19051 R.H. Johnson 
Blvd.

Social time is 8:30 
a.m. with coffee and 
pastry available, and 
the meeting starts at 
9 a.m. Paid members 
are admitted without 
a donation. A $2 dona-
tion will be accepted 
at the door from non-
members, which helps 
to pay for the room 
rental.

The speaker will be 
Barry M. Goldwater Jr. 
former U.S. Congress-
man representing Cal-
ifornia from 1969 to 
1983. He is currently 
a board member and 
consultant with busi-
ness experience as a 
security broker, gov-
ernment and public af-
fairs offi cer and chair-
man/CEO of his own 
company.

Visitscwrepublicans.
com.
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A quilter from Rip ’N’ Sew guaranteed that “blue 
skies” will bless a friend. 

Debbie Dorn, co-president of the Sun City West 
club, is willing to take on almost any quilting project. 

“I was thumbing through the book ‘Surprise Your-
self!’ by Charlotte Angotti and Debbie Caffrey when 
I saw a quilt pattern called ‘Blue Skies,’” said Dorn. 
“Several years ago, I had promised to make a quilt 
for my friend Denise Berg. Her request was for a blue 
and white quilt in a traditional pattern. When I saw 
the picture of this quilt in that book, I knew I had to 
make it for her.”  

The quilt pattern uses a ruler set called Tri Recs, 
developed by the late Doreen Speckmann. She refers 
to the two-ruler set as Peaky and Spike in her book, 
“Travels With Peaky and Spike.”

A prominent block in the quilt is called 54-40 or 
Fight, which refers to the 1845 border dispute between 
the United States and Great Britain. The dispute was 
settled in 1846, placing the boundary along the 49th 
Parallel. The agreement gave the United States clear 
title to present-day Idaho, Oregon and Washington.

“I thought that seemed appropriate because Denise 
lives in Washington state,” Dorn said. Debbie Dorn proudly shows off her “Blue Skies” quilt. (Submitted photo)
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