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The Rip ’N’ Sew Club is 
hosting an open house 1-4 
p.m. Thursday and Friday, 
Dec. 22 and 23, on the upper 
level of the R.H. Johnson Rec-
reation Center plaza, 19803 
N. R.H. Johnson Blvd. 

Besides holiday sewing, 
there is a lot going on at Rip 
’N’ Sew. Members are finish-
ing up Christmas gifts as well 
as many non-holiday activities. 

John Teixeira, who does 
community outreach for the 
Fire District of Sun City West, 
spoke at Rip ’N’ Sew’s gener-
al meeting in December. He 
explained and demonstrat-
ed how to use an automated 
external defi brillator. He also 
answered questions about the 
fi re department, the depart-
ment’s ambulance insurance 
and department policies. 

Several members also 
shared how use of an AED 
had saved a loved one. 

Machine instruction is on-
going at the club. New mem-
bers need how-to instruction 
on the club’s Janome sewing 
machines. Returning mem-
bers often need refresher 
classes on those machines 
plus the sergers. Eva Weis-
berg teaches newcomers how 
to use the sewing machines 
and runs a monthly refresher 
class. April Sliva taught a serg-
er refresher class this month.  

And before members can 
use the heavy-duty or em-
broidery machines, a lesson 
is required. Cindy Stedman 
teaches heavy-duty sewing 
machine lessons and Barb 
Ruzic instructs use of the 
embroidery machine.  

Not all the lessons are for 
machine use, though. 

Beverly MacGregor taught 
a class to make a snap bag, 
which holds small items in 
a purse. Sue DeLucia and 
Jackie Iverson taught a class 
on rotary cutters and how to 
use basic rulers. 

Robyn Reynolds and Joan 
Hardy taught a window mesh 
project bag class during 
R&J’s Saturday Surprise. 
The class was so popular, 
Reynolds and Hardy repeat-
ed the class the next week. 

Eleven members began the 
winter round of mystery quilt-
ing with Jackie Iverson as their 
leader. Participants get week-
ly clues for their creations but 
won’t know what they are mak-
ing until later. The fi rst week’s 
clues produced four- and nine-
patch pieces in several color 
combinations. Over the next 
several weeks, these pieces 
could be combined with oth-
er units to make up blocks.  Or, 
they could end up as sashing or 
part of the border. That’s one 
of the mysteries.  

Iverson used the new televi-
sion in the Rip ’N’ Sew class-
room to share photos from the 
Quiltville Open Studio Face-
book page and a video from 
“Just Get it Done Quilts” on 
cutting. This is the 2022 mys-
tery introduction page that has 
lots of information about the 
Bonnie Hunter mystery: quilt-
ville.blogspot.com/2022/10/chil-
howie-quiltville-mystery.html.

Terese Farrar, co-leader 
with Darlene Allen of Quilts 
for a Cause, delivered 14 
quilts to Brookdale Camino 
Del Sol, a memory care resi-
dence in Sun City West. The 
staff gave the delivery a won-
derful reception and an unex-
pected offer of fabric dona-
tion from one staff member. 
At one of Quilts for a Cause’s 
twice-monthly work sessions, 
Evelyn Simek showed how she 
created several quilt tops from 
fabric she found in a free-to-
take bin at Rip ’N’ Sew. She 
snagged several sets of fabric 
originally meant to be pillows. 
She used the pillow panels and 
added some of her own fabric 
to create quilt tops. 

Among those who sew, 
there’s an old joke that goes: 
“The one who dies with the 
most fabric wins.” Sometimes, 
however, those who sew decide 
to part with some of their stash. 

That happened recently 
when Rip ’N’ Sew was host 
for a member-only Stash Sale. 
Members could sell anything 
related to sewing — fabric, no-
tions, tools, patterns, complet-
ed projects, unfinished proj-
ects, etc. Buyers also had to be 
Rip ’N’ Sew members. 
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KARAOKE with SANDIE
Every Monday & Tuesday 5-8PM

Thursday, Friday & Saturday Special - 
8oz Angus Prime Rib

Friday Special - All-You-Can-Eat 
Deep Fried Fish & Shrimp…$15.59

Monday & Tuesday - 
Enjoy Our Polish Specials

12221 West Bell Road, Surprise, AZ 85378
623-583-1222 • iandjfountainrestaurantaz.com 
Corner of El Mirage Rd., behind Chevron station in the Ridge Club building

RESTAURANT

Intimate 
Atmosphere

Sun Breakfast | 7am - 2pm 
Tue, Thu, Fri Lunch | 11am - 4pm 

Closed on Wednesdays

LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT!

~ PLEASE MAKE RESERVATIONS ~

THURSDAY12/22
RON ROSE

FRIDAY12/23
LIPS & LASHES  

SATURDAY12/24
RESTAURANT CLOSED
SUNDAY12/25

RESTAURANT CLOSED

We Service
All Makes & Models

SPRING
TUNE-UP
SPECIAL

$59.95

10% Senior Discount

• AIR CONDITIONERS
• HEAT PUMPS
• GAS PACKS
PEOPLE YOU CAN TRUST!
Maintenance Contracts Available “For That Peace of Mind”
FREE 2nd Opinion • FREE Estimates
24 Hour Service • 7 Days a Week! 
30+Yrs Experience

623-933-2406 LIC ROC #165664 • Bonded & Insured 
• PORA & HOA Approved

SLIDE OUT SHELVES
$69910 SHELVES

INSTALLED

FREE ESTIMATES           LIFETIME WARRANTY
ROC 224942
BONDED • INSURED 623-937-0884 Limitations Apply

Ask For Details

June Boyer, left, completed her window mesh project bag, and 
Lynn Craig started on a second one during the fi rst session of 
R&J’s Saturday Surprise. (Submitted photo) 

Evelyn Simek holds one of the quilt tops she made from fabric 
originally meant to make pillows. On the table behind her is 
another of her quilt tops that began as pillow panels. (Submitted
photo)

Rip ’N’ Sew members a busy bunch
CLUB


