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January was a busy 
month for the Rip ’N’ 
Sew Club. 

New classes includ-
ed sewing placemats, 
a purse and a jewelry 
travel bag. Regular sub-
groups kept busy with 
quilt-making and sew-
ing for children. New 
members took how-to 
lessons on the sewing 
machines while veteran 
members participated in 
refresher classes. Stor-
age cabinets got new la-
bels inside and out. 

Here’s a snapshot of 
activities. 

Recycle, reuse, re-
purpose and resale is the 
working principle be-
hind Rip ’N’ Sew’s Do-
nations and Back Room 
Sales Committee. Cin-
dy Stedman heads the 
committee. The club 
is grateful for all sew-
ing-related donations 
from club members and 
the greater communi-
ty. Fabric, sewing ma-
chines, notions, buttons, 
patterns, scissors, rulers, 
templates, interfacing, 
thread, unfi nished proj-
ects and more are always 
are put to good use. The 
donations committee 
sorts them and acts as 
a funnel to distribute 
to diff erent subgroups 
within Rip N Sew.  

Sewing From the 
Heart uses donated 
fabric, fl eece, uphol-
stery material, thread 
and more to make hats, 
clothing, back packs, 
book bags, blankets and 
other items for local el-
ementary schools, Ar-
izona Helping Hands, 
pregnancy centers, Days 
for Girls International 

and the Navajo Nation.
Quilts for a Cause 

uses donated fabric, 
thread and batting to 
create quilts of all sizes 
and designs to donate 
to local hospices, veter-
ans organizations, sher-
iff  and fi re departments 
and more.

Donated items not 
distributed to these 
groups are sorted, mea-
sured and sold to club 
members at discount-
ed prices through back 
room sales. Proceeds go 
to fund club needs and 
social events.  

A popular contest is to 
see what creative things 
members make out of 
“ugly” fabrics. There 
are some items donated 
that the club cannot use. 
The donations commit-
tee takes these to the 
Art Resource Center in 
Tempe. The center is a 
nonprofi t group that re-
cycles art-worthy mate-
rials for teachers. 

Call 623-546-4050 
for more information on 
donations. 

Debbie Dorn, 
co-president of Rip ’N’ 
Sew, displayed a lap 
robe at the club’s Janu-
ary show and tell. She 
started with two fabric 
panels she described as 
“ugly.” 

“My choice of ugly 
fabric panels was an 
art panel (from a fabric 
store) and a panel from 
the club’s back room 
sales that had a simi-
lar color palette,” Dorn 
said.

Then she set up a 
quilt chop shop. “I gave 
this a lot of thought be-
fore I started cutting,” 

she said. “Starting in 
the middle of both pan-
els, I cut 3.5-inch strips. 
Then moving towards 
the outer edges, I cut 
two 2-inch strips. Then 
I cut two 2.5-inch strips. 
At the ends of the panel 
there were some small-
er strips, which I sewed 
on the ends. I carefully 
numbered all the pieces 
and sewed them togeth-
er. My reason for vary-
ing the strip width was it 
would be more pleasing 
to the eye.” 

Dorn backed the lap 
robe with fl annel and 
noted that the small 
quilt keeps her warm 
while watching televi-
sion. 

Jennifer Steele also 
participated in the 
monthly show and tell. 
She displayed fabric 
she decorated using an 
ice dyeing method. The 
procedure for ice-dye-
ing fabric is similar to 
that of tie-dyeing, but 
ice replaces the water 
used in tie-dying. Steele 
took a class to learn the 
technique. She showed 
off  two large pieces of 
fabric and a blouse she 
made from a third piece 
of fabric. All the fabric 
had been ice-dyed. 

Jackie Iverson’s class 
on weaving a fabric 
basket produced use-
ful, colorful items that 
didn’t stick to the nurs-
ery rhyme’s “green and 
yellow basket” words. 
Students fi rst cra ed 
their fabric weaving 
strips, then began the 
fi nger-twisting process 
of weaving. The results 
were colorful, sturdy 
baskets. 

CLUB

Rip ’N’ Sew club enjoys 
busy, fun times

ROSIE THE RIVETERS ATTEND SCHOOL ASSEMBLY
As an important element of global historical studies and an exploration of America during the second 
world war, the seventh-grade classes at Canyon Ridge Elementary School in Surprise participated in 
an assembly where Rosie the Riveters interacted with the students by telling of the six million women 
who served on the home-front during World War II. Pictured are Barbara Cook, President, Florence 
Carter, Treasurer, and Linda Lundberg, Vice President of the local Rosie the Riveters Sun City chapter. 
(Submitted photo)

LOCAL CHURCH TO HOST SINGERS CONCERT
The West Valley Singers will perform 1 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 5, at Advent Episcopal Church, 13150 Spanish 
Garden Drive, Sun City West. The singers are an ensemble of the West Valley Chorale. Some of the songs 
performed will be “America The Beautiful,” “Amazing Grace,” “The Road Home,” “Joyful, Joyful,” “Take 
Me Out To The Ball Game” and a Rogers and Hammerstein on Broadway Medley. John Sipple will recite a 
poem and there will be instrumental solos and duets. This is a free community event, and a goodwill off er-
ing may be made. The March concert will feature The Salty Dawgs. Call 623-584-0350. (Submitted photo)

SENIOR MOMENTS ENTERTAINING MUSIC CLUB
The Music Club of Sun City West welcomes the band Senior Mo-
ments 2 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 8, in the Stardust Theatre. Senior 
Moments is a Sun Cities-based band off ering a variety of music in-
cluding Motown, R&B, classic rock and country. All members are 
professional musicians with decades of performing experience. 
Music Club members and their accompanied guests are welcome. 
Stardust Theatre doors open at 1:30 p.m., a short business meeting 
begins at 2 p.m. and the concert is immediately following. One need 
not be a musician to join the Music Club. Programs are presented 2 
p.m. the second Wednesday of the month in the Stardust Theatre, October-April. Annual membership is 
$5. Email SCWMusicClub@gmail.com or visit music/scwclubs.com. (Submitted photo)


